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Natural Gas, Ethanol and now BioDiesel...

Lincoln — Nebraska’s Alternate Fuel Capitol?

Firsr it was natural gas, then ethanol. now something called
BioDiesel. Just what will Lincoln’s buses and handi-vans be
fueling up with next?

It was just over two years ago that Lincoln’s transit system,

StarTran, had its first experience with alternate fuels when a free

natural gas-powered handi-van motored into town courtesy of a
federal grant to the state, matching funds from the Energy Office
and in-kind contributions from several natural gas utilities.
Lincoln’s duel-fueled van was one of 39 natural gas/gasoline and
propane/gasoline-powered buses and vans delivered to transit
systems across the state.

Star Search

At about the same time, Lincoln city officials responded to
an Energy Office search for Nebraska towns interested in
applying for federal mass transit grants for buses operating on
alternate fuels. As aresult, in June 1992, the city received up to
$1.3 million for four 95 percent ethanol-powered buses. The
Energy Office has raised nearly $400,000 in matching funds
needed by the city as a condition of the grant. Those ethanol
buses rolled onto Lincoln’s streets last December.

Later in 1992, city transit officials got more good news. The
federal government was giving the city a grant to convert seven
handi-vans to operate on duel fuels — natural gas and gasoline
— and establish a fueling station. The natural gas utility serving
the city provided the match required by the federal grant.

Does Gas Lead to Beans?

In February this year, Lincoln fueled up two
buses with yet another alternate fuel — a mixture of
75 percent diesel and 25 percent soy oil. It’s known
as SoyDiesel or BioDiesel and it's a new addition
to the alternate fuel scene. The buses are expected
to operate on the fuel for twelve months.

The BioDiesel fuel test is a joint project of the
National SoyDiesel Development Board and the Ne-
braska Soybean Board. The national organization will sell the
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city BioDiesel for the cost of regular diesel. The state board paid
for the installation of special storage tanks for the fuel.

Jim Weyer, managing director of the state Soybean Board,
said, “BioDiesel not only reduces pollution. but has one unique
feature — the exhaust smells like french fries.”

The Dirty Diesel

L}

According to local transit officials, StarTran’s interest in
alternate fuels is the result of an emphasis on utilization of
renewable fuel sources and an attempt to look toward future
environmental standards. “The diesel is still the most common
engine in transit fleets. However. other Lypes of engines.
powered by various alternate fuels, will be the future engines in
transit fleets. StarTran is proud to be in the forefront of this new
technology.” said Larry Worth, Assistant Director of the Lincoln
Transportation Department.

For more information about these projects or BioDiesel fuel,
contact Larry Worth, StarTran, 710 J Street, Lincoln. NE 68508
(402)441-8600, Jim Weyer, Nebraska Soybean Board, 301
Centennial Mall South, Lincoln, NE 68509, (800)852-2326 or the
National SoyDiesel Development Board, P.O. Box 104898.
1907 Williams Street, Jefferson City, MO

65110-4898. ph{)ﬂt‘ (800)841-5849. See BioDiesel on Page 4
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The Energy Office Is Financing Improvements Across Nebraska

I Lvery Town in Mebraska has a hst of local pr-:'-|-;,'|.'h townisiol k
woiild like 1o see done, The progecis vary I o 1i|l.1:||I'|H o BGetor W
L-.'r|1||||;|.' an 4_'||.'||'||_'u|!.:|'ll. sl Open 10 |||,|i..|r|.|.- Iu||.|;.-.:-'.-'|:r|.|||.-'.' i mle
e improvements in government buildings and other iWeas. But
many imes, progects die because of lack ol Mmoney.

Sumprisingly, the Encrgy (ilice has boeen ong of thie WMore
prodific financiers of local projects among sLle govermment agen-
L

Since 1981, the three largest boan and gromi progrims operited
by the agency Schood Disinict Energy Efficiency Program,
[nstitutional Conservation and Dollar and Energy Saving Loan
programs = have provided 5354 million for local encrgy saving
improvements and studics. Millons of addaional dollars have
financed other energy saving improvemenis over the years

S5 Million A Year

Loans constitute the vast mapority of the financing since less
than S5HLNN i psed annually Tor granis. Inothe most recent 12
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month period. the Energy DN Tice invested approximately 5.6
mialliom in lopns o inddivdoal s, bosanesses, locul BOWETIITERNS,
welyonls mnd others,

OF the 55.1 million available annually. about 5250,(KK) — less
tham live percent — comes rom now [ederal i daollirs. Al thi
boviuns sl s o thie grants come from repaymenis on carlier loans
plus seerved infcrest and a portion of the state s ol and natural gas
severanes laxes pasd betone 19491,

Listed on pages 2, 3 and 4 are typical or actual projects and how

they could be financed by the Encrgy Office, Unlake other govem-
ment programs, projects are nod in competition with one another for
limited funding as 1s the case with Community Development Block
Ciranis. An additional distinction between Energy Office loans and
other programs is that l'|||.ﬂ.m'|'ng redpUuesls A receiwedl amd uﬁ‘.u’n'ﬂ.'n:t
every day — thens are no deadlines to meet.

Ciramls are available, bun very limited in both dollars and who
muy receive them. Grants are awanded on a competitive basis to
schonls, universities. colleges and hospatals only. W

Recent Loans and Grants to Schools Across the State

Whie the Energy Ofice is not hespitals can also apply for federal
abke to finance every type of local matching grants undar the Instiu-
project, the agency will consider tional Conservation Frogram.
almost any type of building or Lasg! yaar, the lageslature clarified
gystem improsement which ambiguous laws reganding borrow-
saves anergy. Several new typas  ing by city and county governmants.
of projects have alsa bacoma Bamars to public bormowing from
aligiia for financing — teldcommil- Emrm'mﬂm programs have bean
nications syslems and alternate fuel
vehicles and filing stations. New Eﬂ{mlsarﬁtnfmmmmls
construction is not eligible for arsady partly or enlirely financed by
financing at this time, the Enengy Office. .

Building Improvements Albion Public Schooks installed new

ﬂ.ﬂul:u:|~|.|'\~|:| boders, pumps, pipes, fan coils

City and county governements, fire and systern contrals in the -
districts, fair boards, public powar e RS S b ¥140,591
districts and others may ufilize loans  Avoca Fire Fighters replaced
ta finance a variety of building double-paned windaws in fire
improvements. The maximum Il e s JE2.940
amount of the loan is $175,000 &t Bartley village board installed new
five percent imerest. Loan insulated garage doors in fire
repayments are negotiable and can barn and the community
last up to 15 years. building.......... Tl 52,2719

Schools have access 1o alemale  Broken Bow oty govemmian
and cheaper financing through the replaced a swimming poal
Schoo! Distict Energy Efficiency ru-atararnmmgm the
Program. However, some Schools  bOWN .coecnicnnens 528,087
may finance a project ulilizing bath Ermiu uilﬂgehl:ml repaired a
zere and fiva parcent mierast loans. rool, acded insulation and
Schools, colleges, universities and

Funding Options for Projects of All Types

replacad doors in the community  Keya Paha County High School
AT o P $4.290 replaced the lights on the
Butte Nursing Home replacad two footbel field ... $20,600
washing machines........ $4856  Lyon's Logan Valiey Manor added
Chadron Public Schools replaced raflactive film to windows and
the lights on the football added air conditioning
| I R $35.922 BYSIOMS ... $40,403
Crate Minicpal Hospdal replaced  MeCook Public Power District
heating system ............ $50.372 raplaced a bodar system and
Elmwood/Murdock Publc Schools waber heaters in their
replacad windows, dooes and hBAgqUANES ............. $59.479
lights in the schoal....... $18,746  Mitchell city government replaced
Emerson FRural Fire District windows and heating system
replaced overhiead doors with and edded storm windows in the
insulatad ones ............... $2,054 city officas ... £15.433
Geneva city government replaced  North Bend village board replaced
windows, a door and added the heating systam in the city
insukation, fumaces and an air AL .ooimieimsimiis $12.327
conditioner to the city Morth Bend Elemantary School
| o R, §13,135 repkacad the boilar _
Hebron's Blue Valley Lutheran ]| -$129.743
Nursing Home repaired the roof  Perkins County Fair Board added
and added insulation ... 330,600 irsulation o walls and attic and
Hemingford Public School replaced  replaced heating system in a fair
a boller system ._....... - 530,064 T P 22411
Herman village boand replaced Republican City Dinner Theatre
fumaces and air conditioners in &dded an &ir conditioning
the Legion hallcity SO iy o §34,000
T4 1ol 17 7670 -
See Financing on Page 4

. Grant Loan
Energy Studies * Amiount Building Improvements Armount
Beatrice (€ buldings) ... - 515000 Acepehos.. ... .. .. 527 201
T e s B2 500 CIEEE i, s  E{EE2
L e e e St it s st e e i 52500 B e e £317 0619
Lowp ... - 1 1 MK BPEON ..o, s s B ART
I e o e L2500
manR e ... s ,51-5[:':' Hm"t |nﬂt“uﬂm| mnsmGn ngmm
PaplionLaViea. - 52500 Grant Requests from Schools and Hospitals
Fonca....... e e Sl e T B bl [Sirico P ts emoidd functs Evikabio, Aol ol mguists el B unded )
H:H'MHHE nu-iumj ............................................................. . E7.500
SOOI [ DURINIE] . cc.cee ettt s stomsssrimes i 10,000 Building Requested
Speron (3 DI . S sesanssnans i T SO Improvements Amount
o LT P —— O Y < 7' -
T, et e A Y A R R R £2 500 Cleawater Schools ... _ BT 1ET
e \'\-‘.-'-"“-- ColumbURSCERUS S0 .1 res o emerssems st i st smsmatsbins 83,0 G
*a Cedar Dmer Biair Dana Cologe e 9122 BES
Falls City Sacrad Heart Schacl. 59,785
W*”'* b e GoMon Elomentary.. ... I— Y 1]
e ¥ s =4
Sectts B | Gardkn Thomas 2 Gwmmi Hoeptal - ﬁ?ﬁ
s Do *0 Epamiy . ) 8
- Custar :'1"‘“; - e HW'CW‘I'M Eﬂﬂl 512,150
pucirs % et S .-.:m “¥ zst uq-m f:mmunwﬂuhii
+ _ Dosas e v B152 432
@ 5rech Recanrg o 90N Bufalo bl e L*""‘-"“f' mm. St 5230
FM.?F_.MNI.“. {'.':I- Omaha Holy Ghost Elementary .... o 918222
mpreyerant Loaing . r.-nrr.-,- Baoe Omaha Boacall Sehaol : $1 | 130
ﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁ'ﬁg‘;ﬁh Fqu;r:m- Fn.:-.m Hh;u': Ruckall A ii.;r£{4r Sermcird Mernaral Maspiaal £58 500
Sk A Southeast Cemmunity Colege Mitord .. $238 263
+ Censervatn Progam  ry lnsinuional Consgrvation ¢ Flecent 5 Loans s et Gy ke Uriversity of Nebrasich at Omaha ....... 5253020
Bulding Imprcasement Procram Energy Sy
Gant abacl {irart Aaguesied
Requested
Recent 5% Loans to Communities Energy Stedios e
. Beatie Coremunty Hisses) o B10 500
Location and Type Loan rimaha College of 51 Mary .52 950
of Improvements Amount Blav Dara Colioge 57000
Broken Bow, pool heaber and SEoeet BRI ... ... S2B.08T Oimaha immanued Medcal Center £36 000
Emerson, insulated deces for fire sEation ... E2 054 Lintoin 51. John's Ebtmdatiny 1
Hamingloed, rew BOIET 167 SEH001 ... SOOI Fremon Wedznd Lsthessn Colege ... .2 12
Morth Band, heating system lor city uu:llum.rn ................................. naazr Omivha Holy K Sthic siverevis R
Rapubliean Cily, air sandiliones lor dinner Basier ............o.c.... £34.000 Uinivrarsity of Mobeasi at Keamiy oo SR 10
Wiahoo, city hall IMEOOMBmMEnts ... o 31 352 08 Universiy of Mebemsha at Lincok ]
Waterloo, rew DO Tor SER0L ... e s s semeremssssemes JAT.063 University of Hebeasia at ScoRsbiuf 59,972
Wiynat, insulafion and bolier for elementany sehoal ... . I5a 664
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FINANCING, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

Wahoo city government replaced
windows and the heating system
and added insulation fo the city
Rl ot e § 185,208

Waterloo Public Schools replaced
the boiler system ......... $97,063

Wynot Public Schools added
insulation and replaced the
boiler system in the elementary
7 11010, e $53,664

System Improvement

Loans, Too
Loans are also available at five

percent for improving energy-using
systems in agricultural, small
business and manufacturing
processes. Over the past three
years, more than $4.5 million in
loans have financed energy saving
improvements such as com and
wood-fueled stoves, grain dryers,
low-pressure pivot irfigation
systems, pump and motor replace-
ments, energy saving tractors,
cultivators and planters as well as
heat recovery systems in commer-
cial operations.

System improvement loans could
be promoted by town leaders as a
way of providing assistance to
existing businesses up and down
Main Street. These improvements
help businesses reduce their energy
expenses and, in turn, overhead.

Dollars for
Telecommunications -

Systems
The frequently-mentioned

Information Superhighway has been

Community Ideas

under construction in Nebraska for
years. In many ways, communities
across the state have more ways to
access information than much
larger cities in other parts of the
country.

A good overview of the communi-
ties' telecommunications capabili-
ties is the videotape, Felecommuni-
cations Works for Nebraskans,
available from the Information
Desk at the Nebraska Library
Commission (402)471-4024 or
(800)307-2665 or Chris Hoy,
Department of Economic Develop-
ment (402)471-3805.

If your town wants to build or add
to its local telecommunications
information system, there are
several ways to finance the project,
including one from the federal
government.

Loans from the Energy Office are
available at either zero or five
percent interest for the construction
and installation of telecommunica-
tions systems. Zero-interest loans
are only available to public schools,
but the loan amount is not limited.
The five percent loans to city and
county governments are limited to a
maximum of $150,000.

Grants from the federal
government's National Telecommu-
nications and Information Adminis-
tration are available to local schools
and governments, libraries,
universities, nonprofits and

hospitals. Priority will be given to
facilities located in rural areas and
inner cities from the $26 million -
available. Project applications must
be received by May 12, 1994,
Grant winners will be notified in
October. No decisions have been -
made on the maximum size of a
grant or the total number awarded
across the country. In nearly all
cases, grants will not exceed one-
half the cost of the project. Itis
anticipated that over half the funds
will be given to construct projects.
For more information on the federal
grants, contact Rod Armstrong,
State Information Technology
Coordinator at (402) 471-3138.
Even Car, Truck and Bus
Financing

City and county governments,
utilities and schools may want to
consider the tax and dollar savings
available by converting or purchas-
ing alternate fuel vehicles. The
Energy Office is now offering zero
and five percent interest loans for
vehicle acquisition and conversion
of existing vehicles to alternate fuels
as well as installation of fueling
facilities. Zero interest loans are
available to public schools only.

At this time, Fremont and Lincoln
city governments appear to be
taking the lead in use of alternate
fuels. While Fremont has opted for
just one fuel type, natural gas,
Lincoln is taking a multiple fuel
approach.

Nebraska, unlike the rest of the
mation, will be mostly exempt from

. federal laws requiring government

and private businesses to have
vehicles which operate on alternate
fuels. The state's clean air and low
population density are the reasons
Nebraskans will be not be required
to use alternate fuels. Only utilities
and some centralized fleets,
primarily in Omaha, will be required
to own and operate vehicles which
run on alternate fuels.

To obtain these low interest loans
the vehicles must operate on
compressed natural gas, electricity,
ethanol, liquefied natural gas,
methanol or propane. Dual fuel
vehicles -- at least one of the two
fuels must be an alternate fuel
may be financed with these loans in
certain cases.

Who To Contact

For more information on financing
options available from the Energy
Office, contact any of the following
people:

» Zero percent loans — Lynn
Chamberlin

* Five percent loans — Joel
Phipps or Jody Johns

* Grants (schools and hospitals
only) — Jeff Graef or Leonard
Pewthers

If you want to explore other loan
options in your town, contact John
Osterman in the Energy Office. B

BIODIESEL. CONTINVED FROMPAGE 1 BjoDjesel/SoyDiesel — Just the Facts

During processing,
soybeans are separated into
oil and protein. BioDiesel
is made from the oil portion
of processed soybeans and
blended with petroleum-
based diesel fuel. The most
common fuel mixture and
contains between 20-30
percent soy oil. However,
almost any percentage of

fuel mixture will work.

In performance compari-
sons with petroleum-based
diesel, BioDiesel delivers
the same torque, horse-
power and miles per gallon

as regular diesel. Unlike
other alternate fuels,
BioDiesel does not require
special engines or other
modifications.

Pollutants such as
carbon monoxide, black
smoke and particulates and
sulfur dioxide
are reduced
when

BioDiesel is substituted for
regular diesel.

Presently, BioDiesel is
only available from a
Kansas City supplier at
$2.50 per gallon. When
blended with #2 (low
sulfur) diesel fuel, the
BioDiesel averages $1.30
per gallon. W
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A $25,000 Loan + $50,000 From Local Lenders...
Schuyler’s Making the Most of its Keno Dollars

In February. Governor Ben Nelson singled out Schuyler
officials for their unique approach toward spending keno proceeds.
The community is using the money to leverage state and private
funds to make low-interest loans for energy-saving improvements
available to residents through the Schuyler Energy Commission.

Schuyler has been able to quadruple its available resources
through this innovative approach.” Nelson said. “Instead of just
spending $25.000 in keno revenues, Schuyler is borrowing $25.000
from the Nebraska Energy Office loan fund and teaming it with
$50,000 from two local banks.”

Nelson said the $1 million Nebraska Energy Office loan fund
was created last February using oil overcharge dollars. Nelson
challenged the state’s towns and businesses to match these funds
dollar-for-dollar to leverage loans from local lenders for energy
saving improvements in buildings and systems.

“I hope more municipalities and civic groups will use this fund
to help their residents reduce their energy bills.” Nelson said.

A Model to Copy

Bob Harris, Director of the Energy Office, said Schuyler has a

history as a model of energy conservation in the state. Harris said
the city has been operating an energy-saving low-interest loan
program since 1988 thanks to assistance from local lenders and the
Energy Office.

The city offered 3.6 percent loans to homeowners and busi-
nesses for energy-saving improvements,” Harris said. “To date, 90
loans totaling $350,000 have been made to 79 homeowners and 11
businesses. Depending on the type of improvements made, the
annual savings total $84 to $384.”

Nelson applauded Schuyler Mayor John
Theisen and Keith
Moore. George Kretz = s BREERN
and Patricia Hladky 4

COUNTY

o
pe

of the Schuyler = Schuyler
Energy Commission — Population 4,052
for their leadership. 3 =]

He also recognized the two — o |

local lenders, Schuyler State Bank and |
Trust and First National Bank of Schuyler, |
for their roles in the loan program. l

Cutting Electricity Use...

Seward’s Year-Round Savings Celebration

Scw;ml. home of the state’s largest Fourth of July celebration,
now has another reason to celebrate — saving residents money on
their electric bills.

In communities owning their electric system like Seward, demand
side management means money in ratepayer’s pockets. Demand side
management is nothing more complicated than using energy as
efficiently as possible or not using electricity during certain times.
Begun in 1982, the town’s effort has resulted in six straight years of no
increase in rates.

The town’s first attempts to limit electricity use during certain
times in the summer was voluntary. Initially, larger users — industries
and businesses — were asked to curtail power use for a few minutes
an hour. If demand for electricity did not slacken sufficiently,
residents were asked to join in. It's a system which worked for nearly
ten years.

New Strategies For The 90s

But times and conditions change. By early 1992, voluntary
efforts were insufficient to meet Seward’s needs.

A simpler but more effective direct method of curtailing power
use was begun. The city asked for volunteers to have control box
mounted on air conditioners, allowing the city to automatically shut
off the unit’s air compressor for a few minutes out of an hour. Almost
350 townspeople responded to the local utility’s request.

“Most customers in the program will not realize their air condi-

Seward
Population 5,641
[ ]

SEWARD COUNTY

tioner is being controlled. The units will only

be shut down for seven and one-half minutes at |
atime. | would estimate the indoor temperature
would only change a few degrees when the controls are activated,”
said Dan Berlowitz, Seward’s city administrator.

Once the control system is installed in air conditioners, the boxes
are radio-activated by computer. when needed. Only the air
conditioner’s compressor is shut off. not the fan. After several
minutes, the air conditioners in one area of town are restarted while
others across town are shut down. Finally, when the town's demand
for electricity declines sufficiently, the air conditioners are returned to
normal operation.

For years, rural electrics in the state have operated similar radio-
activated control systems for shutting off irrigation systems during
periods of high energy use.

Money-Generating Boxes

About 100 air conditioners are added to the system every year.
Before this June, all 350 control boxes should be in place and operat-
ing. Over the next three years, Seward hopes to nearly triple the
number of air conditioners involved in the effort.

To date, the control boxes have cost the local utility $20.000, but
saved the town’s ratepayers $28,700 even though the entire system has
not been operational. When all 900 boxes are operational, Seward
expects to save $73.800 annually. 1
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A Year of Progress...

An Energy Action Plan for Nebraska

Thc Energy Office completed a comprehensive assessment
of the feasibility. cost, effectiveness and potential savings of each
of the recommendations in the Nebraska Energy Policy Plan:
Recommendations to the Governor released in January 1992 by
the 52-member Energy Policy Council. By the end of that year,
Governor Nelson announced the first energy policy for the state
— An Energy Action Plan for Nebraska. The summary on this
page and page 7. reports on the first year’s progress under the
action plan. For a full copy of the report, contact Jerry Loos in
the Energy Office.

Initiative Affecting State Government

State government will lead by example to ensure the effi-
cient, economic and environmentally responsible use of energy -
throughout state government. -

Transportation

Goal: Increase substantially the
number of alternate fueled vehicles
operating within the state.

Objective 1: Beginning in 1993
(model year 1994), ten percent of the light
duty motor vehicles (excluding law
enforcement and emergency vehicles)
purchased by the state will operate on
alternate fuels.

Progress: As of December 1993, 24
of the Transportation Services Bureau's
light-duty vehicles operate on a blend of
85 percent ethanol and 15 percent gaso-
line. The other 1,033 light-duty vehicles
operate on a blend of 10 percent ethanol
and 90 percent gasoline. Additional
purchases of ethanol-powered vehicles are
also planned.

Objective 2: Over the next two years, state government will
make provision where necessary for the fueling of alternate
fueled vehicles in its fleet.

Progress: Meetings were held with state agencies to address
the feasibility of providing fueling stations to accommodate
alternate fueled vehicles. Ethanol refueling tanks were installed
at state facilities in Lincoln, Hastings and Grand Island.

Objective 3: Develop a comprehensive state alternate fuel
and vehicle incentives plan designed to accelerate the introduc-
tion and use of such fuels and vehicles.

Progress: Federal regulations establishing guidelines for
state development of comprehensive alternate fuel and vehicle

incentive plans have not yet been issued. Nebraska’s plan will be -

developed to comply with those regulations.

Goal: Efficient use of transportation.

Objective 4: The rideshare roster developed by the Energy
Office for use by state employees commuting from Omaha to
Lincoln will be expanded to cover employees commuting to

Lincoln from other locations.

Progress: The rideshare rosters were expanded to include
all communities surrounding Lincoln. The rosters are updated
quarterly.

Objective 5: Increase state agency use of telecommunica-
tions in educational and conferencing activities to substitute for
travel.

Progress: During 1993, there were 526 teleconferences
involving 5,020 participants according to state government
records. Eighty percent of the conferences were scheduled by
state agencies. The Energy Office held its first teleconference
meetings in 1993.

State Buildings

Goal: State government will achieve maximum efficiency
of energy use in all its existing buildings.

Objective 6: Require agencies
responsible for state-owned buildings to
adopt a comprehensive energy effi-
ciency program.

Progress: The State Building
Revolving Loan Fund was established
to provide no cost financing of energy
conservation improvements in state-
owned and state-leased buildings.
Nebraska also participated in the Green
Lights Program and surveyed state
buildings identifying cost-saving
lighting improvements.

Landscaping

Goal: Reduce energy use in
state-owned buildings, the mainte-
nance cost of planted areas surround-
ing them and the maintenance cost of
highway rights-of-way through the use of energy efficient,
low maintenance plantings and xeriscaping techniques.

Objective 7: Over the next ten years, the land areas sur-
rounding state-owned buildings will be converted to low mainte-
nance plants and grasses in the course of regular maintenance and
replacement.

Progress: A landscaping seminar was held for 60 represen-
tatives of agencies responsible for state-owned buildings and
grounds.

Objective 8: Over the next ten years, as part of the regular
maintenance and replacement program, road rights-of-way will
continue to be maintained in low maintenance plants. As rights-
of-way are reseeded, low maintenance plants requiring little
mowing will be used.

Progress: Evaluation of rights of way plantings is an
ongoing process conducted by the Department of Roads.

See Energy Action Plan on Page 7
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ENERGY ACTION PLAN, CONTINUED =
FROM PAGE 6

Interagency Coordination

Goal: Foster and promote interagency cooperation and
coordination to increase state government efficiency and to
achieve energy policy goals and objectives.

Objective 9: Identify state agencies whose activities are
naturally related to energy and encourage them to integrate
energy issues into their programs.

Progress: The Energy Office worked with over twenty state
agencies, boards or commissions on issues related to energy.

Initiative Affecting Private Businesses
and Local Governments

State government will facilitate increases in energy effi-
ciency in the private and local government sectors.

Transportation .

Goal: Provide incentives for the purchase and conver-
sion of vehicles to operate on alternate fuels.

Objective 10: State government will facilitate and/or
provide incentives for local governments for the acquisition,
installation or conversion of vehictes to operate on alternate fuels.

Progress: The Legislature approved the use of School
Weatherization funds for conversion of school vehicles to operate
on alternate fuels and for the installation of refueling sites. The
loans will be available in 1994,

Objective 11: Provide low cost financing for the conversion
of public and private fleet vehicles to operate on alternate fuels
and fueling facilities.

Progress: The Alternate Fuels Incentive Fund was estabh:-.hed
with $250.000 of oil overcharge funds.

Objective 12: Establish an Alternate Fuels Advisory
Committee to develop strategies which assist Nebraskans to
decrease their use of petroleum products, thereby enhancing
national security and reducing the state’s reliance on imported
petroleum.

Progress: The advisory committee was created in April
1993 and is developing a directory and handbook for use by the
public.

Objective 13: Increase private sector and local government
participation in telecommunications throughout the state.

Progress: A Telecommunications Incentive Fund to finance
infrastructure expansion was capitalized with $500,000 in oil
overcharge funds.

Buildings

Goal: Increase energy efficiency of new construction.

Objective 14: Formulate a state-developed energy building
code for new and retrofit construction which is affordable, cost-
effective, user-friendly and enforceable,

Progress: The Energy Office will be providing model
energy code training to the state’s homebuilders. Also, the
legislature will be studying modification of the present state
energy code.

Objective 15: Through legislation, adopt the state-devel-
oped energy building code, establish an enforcement mechanism
and establish a periodic update system.

Progress: Legislation based on the Energy Policy Act of
1992 and the results of a 1994 legislative study may be intro-
duced during the 1995 legislative session.

Goal: Increase efficiency of existing buildings.

Objective 16: Remove statutory language which impedes
participation by public entities in state operated energy saving
loan programs.

Progress: In 1993, the Legislature gave local governments
express authority to participate in state sponsored energy loan
programs.

Objective 17: Increase the energy efficiency of public
buildings owned and operated by local governments.

Progress: The Energy Office formulated a community
energy strategy to provide information, education and training

- opportunities through the Nebraska Development Network.

Education and Information

Goal: To provide timely and reliable information and
education opportunities to help Nebraskans learn about
energy and make good decmmm, regarding energy costs and
use.

Objective 18: Establish a Nebraska Energy Education and
Information Center within the Nebraska Energy Office as a
means to centralize, organize and disseminate energy education
and information resources to the general public.

Progress: The Energy Education and Information Center
was established. Energy will also be a part of the statewide
reform effort for math and science education.

Economic Development

Goal: Utilize energy efficiency strategies to strengthen
Nebraska’s economy and contribute to the state’s ability to
compete in world markets.

Objective 19: Use the Dollar and Energy Saving Loan
Program as an effective energy efficiency strategy and economic
development tool.

Progress: Energy saving improvement loans made for
energy efficiency improvements during calendar year 1993
totaled $4.9 million. The loan program has leveraged private
funds and made $37.4 million in loans since 1990, with an
investment of $14.75 million of oil overcharge funds.

Objective 20: Utilize the Nebraska Development Network
to promote energy efficiency as an economic development tool.

Progress: The Energy Office developed a strategy for
providing information, education and training opportunities
through the Nebraska Development Network. Lines of commu-
nication with the national laboratories are being developed to
connect Nebraska and individuals with the latest technologies.
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The Alternative Fuels Hotline provides general and specific
information on alternate vehicular fuels including fuel performance and
availability. Call between 9am-5pm CT. Monday-Friday.

(800) 423-1363
Alternative Fuels Hotline
P.O. Box 12316
Arlington, VA 22209

The Energy Efficiency Renewable Energy Clearinghouse
provides fact sheets, brochures, videos and publications on energy
efficiency and renewable energy. Call between 7am-4pm CT, Monday-
Friday. (800) 523-2929

Energy Efficiency Renewable Clearinghouse
P.O. Box 3048
Merrifield, VA 22116

Two free fact sheets are available from the Service —
Efficient Air Conditioning (FS5206) and Fans and

Information Services

The National Energy Information Center provides data and
projections on energy production, consumption, prices and supplies.
Call between 7am-4pm CT, Monday-Friday. (202) 586-8800

National Energy Information Center
U.S. Department of Energy
Forrestal Bldg., EI-22, Room 1F048
1000 Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20585

The National Materials Exchange Network provides free advice
via computer modem on recycling and reducing disposal costs. Call 24
hours per day. Modem access (800) 858-6625 General assistance (509)
325-0507

The National Renewable Energy Laboratory/Technical Inquiry
Service offers free technical information on solar and other renewable
technologies for scientific and industrial professionals. Call between
9am-6pm CT. Monday-Friday. (703) 487-4650

Technical Inquiry Service

Ventilation (FS228). Please refer to the numbers in
parentheses when ordering a publication.

The Motor Challenge Information Clearinghouse provides
research, software, technical assistance and education materials on
efficiency in motor systems. Call between 8am-7pm CT, Monday-

Friday. (800) 862-2086

Motor Challenge Information Clearinghouse

P.O. Box 43171

Olympia. WA 98504-3171

National Renewable Energy Laboratory

1617 Cole Boulevard
Golden. CO 80401

Information Services by Modem

The Comprehensive Oil & Gas Information Source provides
energy data to subscribers on Internet. For more information. call
between 7am-4pm CT, Monday-Friday.(202) 586-8800

The Electric 1deas Clearinghouse offers a free source of commer-
cial and industrial energy information and downloadable software on
electronic bulletin board. To access call (800) 797-7584. B

A borrower who is
making the energy saving
improvements himself
informed the lender his work
will not be completed by the
date stated in the loan
documents. What needs to be
done by the borrower and the
lender?

The borrower has to select
a new, hopefully more accu-
rate, deadline when the work
will be completed. The
borrower then informs the
lender of the new date. Then,
the lender requests, in writing,
a time extension from the

Bt Loans to Date: 6,534 for $38.2 million
Frequently Asked Questions...

5% Dollar and Energy Saving Loans

The Nebraska Energy Cauartery features questions asked about 5% Dollar and Energy Saving Loans.
Loan forms may be obtained from participating lenders or the Energy Offica

Energy Office. After review,

the Energy Office will inform

the lender of acceptance of the
time extension in writing.

Many government
programs have income
restrictions limiting who may
use the services. Is this also
true about Dollar and Energy
Saving Loans?

No. Dollar and Energy
Saving Loans are available to
any Nebraska resident wanting
to make an improvement in a
home, apartment, business,
farm or ranch. Schools, city
and county governments, rural

y DEFGE792CEBIY
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nursing homes and small non-
profits or for-profit corpora-
tions may also apply for the
five percent loans,

All potential borrowers
must meet the credit require-

ments of their lender and make
only eligible, energy saving
improvements. Also, the
properties being improved
must be located within the
state. l

Nebraska Energy Office
Box 95085

1200 N St, Suite 110
Lincoln. NE 68509-5085
402-471-2967
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